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more and more rare, and had now ceased. His
strength was coming back slowly, but he could
now walk unsupported. He was always talking
to Fritz and the boatswain of the chances of
another voyage in the boat northward. On
the morning of the 25th, he was able to go as
far as the foot of the bluff, and agreed that it was
impossible to walk round the base of it.
Fritz, who had accompanied him, with Frank
and John Block, offered ^o dive into the sea and
so get to the shore beyond. But although he was
an excellent swimmer, there was such a current
running at the foot of the bluff that the captain
was obliged to order the young man not to put
this dangerous idea into execution* Once borne
away by the current, vyho could say if Fritz could
have got back to the shore ?
" No," said Captain Gould, " it would be rash,
and there is no good in running into danger.
We will go in the boat to reconnoitre that part
of the coast, and if we go a few cables' length out,
we shall be able to get a more extended view of
it. Unfortunately I am very much afraid that
it will be found to be as barren everywhere as it
is here."
" You mean that we are on some islet ? " Frank
remarked,
" There is reason to suppose so," the captain
replied.